COUNTY OF LINCOLN

New Mexico
Regular Meeting
Board of County Commissioners
Preston Stone, Chair Thomas F. Stewart, Member
Dallas Draper, Vice Chair Elaine Allen, Member

Lynn Willard, Member
Minutes
Tuesday, October 20, 2015

Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Lincoln County Commission held at 8:30 AM on October
20, 2015 in the County Commission Chambers, Lincoln County Courthouse, in Carrizozo, New
Mexico.

1. Call to Order

Chair Stone called the Regular Meeting of the Board of County Commissioners to order at 8:30:01
AM.

2. Roll Call

Roll Call
Present: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commlssmner Draper,

Commissioner Willard.

Others present included Nita Taylor, County Manager; Alan Morel, County Attorney; and Rhonda
Burrows, County Clerk.

3. Invocation
The invocation was presented by Commissioner Draper.
4. Pledéa of Allegiance

a. Pledge — US Flag
b. Salute — NM Flag

5. Approval of Agenda

Motion: Acceptance of the Agenda and authorized the Chair to move items as necessary,
Action: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Stewart, Seconded by Commissioner Willard.
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 5).

Yes: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper,
Commissioner Willard.

6. Approval of Minutes

a. July 27, 2015 Special Commission Meeting Amended
b. September 8, 2015 Special Commission Meeting
c. September 15, 2015 Regular Commission Meeting

Motion: Approve the minutes of the July 27, 2015 Special Commission Meeting as amended;
September 8, 2015 Special Commission Meeting; and the September 15, 2015 Regular
Commission Meeting, Action: Approve, Moved by Commissioner Stewart Seconded by
Commissioner Allen.

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 4).

Yes: Chair Stone, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper, Commissioner Willard.

Absent for vote: Commissioner Stewart

7. Approval of Consent Agenda

a. Payroll/Accounts Payable/Budget/ Expenditures
b. Treasurer's Financial Report for the Month ending September 30, 2015
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¢. Annual Renewal MOU between the Village of Ruidoso and County of Lincoln as
the Administrative Authority for Lincoln County Sheriff's Office for DWI
Enforcement Activities and Reimbursement Cost

d. Volunteer Firefighters Adjusted Qualifications-Hondo Fire Department

e. Lincoin County Cooperative Weed Management Area Agreement

Motion: Approval of Consent items as presented, Action: Approve, Moved by Commissioner
Draper, Seconded by Commissioner Allen.

Vote: Motion carried by unanimous vote (summary: Yes = 5).

Yes: Chair Stone, Commissioner Stewart, Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Draper,
Commissioner Willard.

SEE EXHIBIT A: Copies of Consent ltems are attached hereto in reference thereto made a part
hereof.

8. Fort Stanton Veteran's Cemetery Update

Nita Taylor, County Manager reminded the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs recently approved
funding for a new National Veterans Cemetery at four locations in the State of New Mexico
including Fort Stanton. Ms. Taylor stated the Governor had pledged New Mexico State matching
funds and a ground breaking ceremony at Fort Stanton was set for Veterans Day on November
11, 2015. ;

Larry Holt, speaking as the Volunteer Coordinator and key County contact with the NM
Department of Veterans Services for Fort Stanton Cemetery, stated he had served as a volunteer
and worked towards this goal for almost 17 years. Mr. Holt reminded the four locations of Fort
Stanton, Gallup, Carisbad and Angel Fire were selected to provide an honorable resting place for
veterans and their dependents. Mr. Holt stated the initiative to bring a National Veteran's
Cemetery to Fort Stanton began in 2000. Mr. Holt expressed his appreciation for support received
from the County, municipalities, local businesses and many other local organizations.

Mr. Holt reminded the current cemetery was established 117 years ago as a U.S. Public Health
Service Hospital Cemetery and operated under federal jurisdiction until 1953 when the Public
Health Service transferred ownership of Fort Stanton and the cemetery to the State of New
Mexico. Mr. Holt stated currently burials in the cemetery averaged approximately 18 burials per
year. Mr. Holt anticipated the new expansion would increase annual burials to approximately
100 per year.

Mr. Holt stated necessary improvements included replacement of the water tank, creation of a
new road to the new area, and a new pipeline to connect the new water tank to the cemetery. Mr.
Holt stated funds were in place for these major improvements.

Mr. Holt remarked on the appropriateness of the groundbreaking ceremony being held on
Veterans Day on the eleventh day of the eleventh month on the eleventh hour, the anniversary of
the Armistice of 1918. Mr. Holt stated Governor Susanna Martinez would deliver the key note
address with various New Mexico Cabinet Secretaries, a representative from Veteran's Affairs in
Washington, and representation from the New Mexico National Guard in attendance.

Chair Stone accepted the invitation from Mr. Holt for a member of the County Commission to
introduce speakers for the event and designated Commissioner Stewart as the highest ranking
veteran on the Board of Commissioners to complete that honor. Chair Stone expressed belief
the designation of Fort Stanton as a National Cemetery was a great honor for Lincoin County.

9. Recognition and Memorialization of Johnson Stevenson Stearns, Lincoln County
Pioneer

Ms. Taylor informed lifetime Lincoln County resident, pioneer, businessman, historian, friend and
neighbor Johnson Stearns passed away on October 10, 2015 at the age of 98. Ms. Taylor stated
the County wished to memorialize Mr. Stearns but would defer recognition until family members
were present.

10.  Recognition from State Fire Marshal to Corona, Hondo and Nogal Volunteer Fire
Stations for Improved ISO Rating

Ms. Taylor informed the State Fire Marshal had recognized the Corona, Hondo and Nogal Fire

Stations for improving their Insurance Service Survey (ISO) ratings. Ms. Taylor stated improved
ratings reflected successful advancement of firefighting capabilities resulting in increased service
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